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Basic Principles 

 

 
Article 1 Definitions  
 
For the purposes of the Tariff Regulations, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

1.1 Car carrier 
A seagoing vessel listed in Lloyd's Register of Ships with a type designation that 

includes the term 'vehicles'. 

 

1.2 Inland navigation ship 
Vessel exclusively intended for inland navigation and/or transportation of goods 

and/or persons and for which a tonnage certificate of inland navigation ship was 

issued.  

 

1.3 Container ship 
A seagoing vessel that is integrally cellular and listed in Lloyd's Register of Ships 

with the single type designation 'containership'. 

 

1.4 Unit of gross tonnage  
Non-dimensional quantity, used as a unit of the contents of seagoing vessels, as 

shown by the international tonnage certificate issued in the country of registration 

of the seagoing vessel under the provisions of the International Convention on 

Tonnage Measurement of Ships, drawn up in London on 23 June 1969. The 

expression unit of gross tonnage is conventionally abbreviated to GT. 
 

1.5 ESI 
Environmental Ship Index: identifies seagoing vessels that emit fewer pollutants 

than allowed. A ship can have an ESI score between 0 and 100, where a ship scores 

0 if it meets the legal standards in terms of NOx and SOx emissions.  Ships with the 

best performance score close to 100, that is, their SOx and NOx emissions are 

almost zero and  they can report a decreasing trend in CO2 emissions. Bonus points 

can be obtained by having a shore power connection on board. 

http://www.environmentalshipindex.org/Public/Home 

 

1.6 Estuary vessels 
An inland navigation ship that, in accordance with Belgian regulations, has a 

certificate proving that it meets specific safety requirements for navigation on inland 

waterways and is also authorised to sail in a limited sailing area between the Scheldt 

and the ports of the Belgian coast, or between the latter ports. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.environmentalshipindex.org/Public/Home
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1.7 Tonne 

Unit of 1,000 kg. 

 

1.8 Port 
Port of Antwerp-Bruges - public limited company under public law 
Port House, Zaha Hadidplein 1 
B-2030 Antwerp 
T + 32 (0)3 205 20 11 
VAT BE 0248 399 380 
 
1.9 The Bruges-Zeebrugge port area 
Area located within the demarcation line from the Regional Spatial Implementation 

Plan (Gewestelijk Ruimtelijk Uitvoeringsplan - GRUP) "Demarcation of the Zeebrugge 

Sea Port Area", approved by the Flemish Government on 19 June 2009. 

Three zones are distinguished, namely: 

- The outer port: port area north of the Pierre Vandamme Lock and Visart Lock, the 

latter two not included and excluding the Militair Dock, the Tidal Dock and the Prins 

Albert Dock; 

- The inner port: the port area located between Herdersbrug, the Pierre Vandamme 

Lock and the Visart Lock, the latter two included excluding the jetties of the Zeebrugge 

Fish Auction; 

-  The port in Bruges: the port area located south of Herdersbrug to the Boudewijn 

Lock, the latter not included. 

 
 
1.10 Port Regulations 
The provisions issued and published by the Port regarding the operation of the port. 

 

1.11 Open-top container ship 
A container ship usually so named in the 1969 international tonnage certificate, for 

which the reduced gross tonnage is indicated in this tonnage certificate under the 

heading 'remarks' and it is confirmed that it complies with the applicable IMO 

resolution. This means that the ship is designed to carry containers and has an 

open-U construction. No less than two-thirds of the total cargo space should be 

designed in an open-top configuration, that is, have an open space without 

hatchways. 

 

1.12 Cargo or passengers duty 

The cargo and passengers duty is an indivisible compensation calculated on the basis 

of the weight tonnes of the goods unloaded and/or loaded in the port by the seagoing 

vessels and the number of passengers. The cargo duty is always calculated per 

metric tonne under aggregation per seagoing vessel of the goods unloaded and/or 

loaded in the port by the seagoing vessels, including packaging of any kind and, if 

applicable, the own weight of containers and vehicles.  The cargo duty also applies 

to disposal of bunkers not used for own use as marine fuel. 
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Total or partial exemption may be obtained provided no commercial operations are 

carried out during the stay in the port and subject to prior application. 

 

1.13 Roll-on/roll-off ship 
A seagoing vessel listed in Lloyd's Register of Ships with a type designation that 

includes the term 'roro'. 
 
1.14   Breakbulk ship 

A seagoing vessel listed in Lloyd's Register of Ships with the type designation 

'general cargo', 'pallet carrier', 'barge carrier', 'heavy-load carrier' or 'heavy-lift 

carrier'. 

 

1.15 Tanker 
A seagoing vessel listed in Lloyd's Register of Ships with a type designation that 

includes the term 'tanker' or a combination tanker equipped for alternate 

transportation of liquid and bulk cargoes, insofar as such vessel carries all or part 

of a liquid cargo. 
 

1.16 Tariffs 

Expressed in euros (EUR). 

 

1.17 Tonnage dues 
The tonnage dues are an indivisible fee calculated based on the tonnage of the 

vessel. 

 

1.18 Hourly wage 

For hourly wages charged, the reference is the tariffs applicable in the maintenance 

contract concluded by the Port of Antwerp-Bruges in accordance with the sector 

agreement. These hourly wages are adjusted annually and are as follows for 2023: 

8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.: EUR 54.93 

5.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.: EUR 68.66  

7.00 p.m. to 8 a.m. and Saturdays: EUR 82.40  

Sundays and holidays: EUR 109.86 

 

1.19 Vessels 
Any floating object used, or capable of being used, as a means of displacement on 

water, including an object without water displacement and a seaplane. 

 

1.20 Stay 

The uninterrupted presence of the seagoing vessel, inland navigation ship or other 

vessel in the port, counted from taking the first berth until leaving the same or the last 

berth. 
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1.21 Maritime navigation dues 
The maritime navigation dues are fees in favour of the Port, payable for each call of 

a seagoing vessel in the port. 

The maritime navigation dues includes, if applicable: 

a. tonnage dues 

b. cargo and passenger duty 

c. a contribution regarding ship's waste 

 

1.22 Seagoing vessel 
Vessel intended or normally used for passenger and/or cargo transport, fishing, 

towing or any other marine operation at sea and which is not an inland navigation 

ship. 

 

Article 2 Scope 
 

These tariff regulations apply to all ships and vessels calling at the Bruges-Zeebrugge 

port area. 

 

Article 3 Main principles 
 

3.1 Maritime navigation dues payable 
Every seagoing ship coming from the sea, which passes the head of the port dam in 

Zeebrugge and every seagoing vessel which, without having entered Zeebrugge, 

chooses the sea via the port, owes to the Port the maritime navigation fee for every 

voyage, subject to the exceptions provided for in the present regulations. 

 

If several shipping agents act for the same seagoing vessel without a transfer of the 

seagoing vessel, it is the shipping agent who makes the berth request who is also 

under the obligation to complete all the formalities necessary to establish the maritime 

navigation fee. 

 

Any person required to fulfil the above-mentioned formalities shall provide the Port 

with all information and allow inspection of books or records that may serve to 

substantiate or verify the declaration. 

 

Article 4 Payments 
 

4.1 Payment date  
Invoices pertaining to these tariff regulations shall be paid by bank transfer no later 

than the specified due date. 

  

4.2 Deposit 

The provision of a deposit in the form of a bank guarantee is only mandatory when 

the customer is not a member of the relevant professional association. In this case, a 

bank guarantee in the amount of 2 months of turnover must be provided. 
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The bank guarantee to be provided must always be issued by an issuer (bank, 
insurance company,...) supervised by the Financial Services and Markets Authority 
(FSMA).  

 

In the event of a problematic payment history, the Port immediately acquires the right 

to demand a bank guarantee of 2 months' revenue. Such an additional bank 

guarantee may also be required as a condition for allowing instalment plans. 
 
 

4.3 Late payment 
In the event of an unpaid invoice, the normal collection process is initiated whereby, 
in accordance with applicable procedures within the Port, the file is transferred to the 
Port's legal affairs department for further legal action. 
 
In the event of late payment, interest shall be due by operation of law and without 
notice of default. The interest will be calculated on the basis of the special statutory 
interest rate, as published in the Belgian Official Journal. The Port determines the 
implementation rules for the application of interests in the case of late payment, 
whereby limited, motivated deviations from the strict and verbatim application of the 
above-mentioned rules are possible. 

 

4.4 Payment period 
The due date is indicated on the invoice. 

 

4.5 Outstanding receivables 
When disbursing credit or self-bill notes, the Port will verify that the payee no longer 
has an outstanding account with the Port. In the affirmative case, ex officio ristorno 
will be used for clearing the existing arrears. 
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Tonnage dues 

 
 
Article 5 Application principle 

 

5.1 Formalities 

For the purpose of determining the outstanding tonnage dues, the shipowner, owner, 

charterer, master or the party acting as agent of any of them shall be required to 

report to the Port each time the seagoing vessel calls at the port. 

 

The declaration must be made in accordance with the instructions issued by the Port 

for this purpose. A dated and signed copy of the seagoing vessel's tonnage certificate 

must be submitted to the harbour master's office each time the seagoing vessel calls 

into port for the first time during the calendar year and each time a new tonnage 

certificate was issued during the calendar year. 

 

The declaration must be made within the three working days after departure of the 

ocean vessel. For seagoing vessels that remain in port for more than seven days after 

the completion of unloading without further loading operations, the declaration must 

be made within the three working days following the unloading operations. 

 
The shipowner, the owner, the charterer, the master or the person acting as agent for 

one of them shall produce the original tonnage certificate at the Port's request. 

  

5.2 Charging under deposit 
In case the declaration regarding the maritime navigation dues is not submitted in 

accordance with the above provisions, an official estimate will be made by the Port. 

This estimate is made on the basis of the respective following tariffs, but is increased 

by 100%.  

 

5.3 Length of stay 
The payment of the tonnage dues entitles the seagoing vessels to an uninterrupted 

stay of 14 calendar days starting from the day of their arrival at the port. After the 

expiration of the stay of 14 calendar days, a charge of EUR 0.0281 per GT per 

calendar day started, with a minimum of EUR 96 per calendar day started. 

 

The period a seagoing vessel spends in a dry dock in the Port is not included in the 

calculation of the tonnage dues. The ship's representative should notify the Port. 
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5.4 Force majeure, unforeseen and exceptional circumstances 

In the event of force majeure or of unforeseen and exceptional circumstances, a 

decision shall be taken by the Port.  

 

All previous decisions that contradict these regulations shall no longer apply. 

 

 
 
Article 6 Tonnage dues 

 

 
6.1 Basis for calculating tonnage dues 
The basis for calculating the tonnage dues is the gross tonnage of the seagoing 

vessel: dimensionless quantity used as the unit of volume of seagoing vessels, as 

shown in the international tonnage certificate issued in the country of registration of 

the seagoing vessel in accordance with the provisions of the International Convention 

on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, drawn up in London on 23 June 1969, or as 

shown in the Lloyd's Register of Shipping.  The unit of gross tonnage is conventionally 

abbreviated to GT. 

 

For ro/ro vessels, the basis of levy is accepted to be the GT measurement divided by 

a factor of 2.5. 

For container ships, the basis of levy is set at a maximum of 150,000 GT. 

For open-top container ships, the reduced GT stated on the tonnage certificate in 

accordance with the applicable IMO resolution is accepted as the basis of charge. 

 

 

6.2 Basic tariff of tonnage dues 
The tonnage dues amount to: 

• for seagoing vessels calling at the outer port in Zeebrugge: EUR 0.3972 per 

GT; 

• for seagoing vessels calling at the inner port in Zeebrugge and the port in 

Bruges: EUR 0.3376 per GT; 

• for seagoing vessels calling at several port zones, the tonnage dues are levied 

that relate to the port zone where the largest cargo was handled; 

• for cruise ships, the minimum tariff for the tonnage dues are EUR 10,500. 

 

The provided special regimes, reductions and exemptions can only be applied under 

the conditions specified therein. The reductions must be considered separately and 

are not cumulative. 

 

Ships calling at the port to handle goods covered by the regulations for handling 

explosives, ammunition and atomic waste are not included in the application.  
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6.3 Environmental measures 
As part of environmental measures, a 10% reduction is granted on the calculated 

tonnage dues if the vessel operates in a liner service and achieves a score of 35 or 

more on the Environmental Ship Index (ESI), as published by the International 

Association of Ports and Harbours (IAPH), but limited to EUR 750 per call. 

 

The tonnage dues will always be a minimum of EUR 96. 

 

6.4 Exemption and reduction 
 

6.4.1 An exemption from tonnage dues and cargo and passenger duty shall be 

granted for: 

• ships that have to leave the port in application of the regulations on the trading 

of the explosives and ammunition in the port, because of the call or stay of a 

passenger liner, and which re-enter the port to continue their loading and/or 

unloading operation; 

• ships that in special cases, such as fire or force majeure, are required to leave 
the port by order of the harbour master's office and then call back into the port 
to continue their loading and/or unloading operations; 

• military ships; 

• ships for training; 

• yachts; 

• fishing vessels; 

• vessels servicing internal port traffic; 

• vessels for tourist navigation; 

• the contractor equipment deployed to carry out works commissioned by the 

State, the Flemish Region or the Port. At the start of the work, the general 

contractor shall provide the Port with a list of the vessels involved and update 

the list as needed. The list specifies the start and end dates that the respective 

vessels are deployed to the assignment. The agent must indicate the 

exemption on the quay request; 

• vessels belonging to the Belgian State and the Flemish Region; 

• tugs performing services on behalf of the Port. 
 

6.4.2 A reduction of  

• 20% on the base tariff is granted to vessels calling at the port solely for repair 

and/or crew changes; 

• 40% on the base tariff is granted to vessels calling at the port solely for the 

purpose of degassing; 

• 75% on the base tariff is granted to vessels that call at the port solely for the 

purpose of delivering or removing bunkers for the purpose of commercial 

navigation in the port. 

 

6.5  Reductions for regular liner services 

Vessels operating under a recognised regular liner service may enjoy one of the 

reductions listed below. When the predetermined conditions are no longer met, the 

reduction expires. Reductions, where applicable, are granted per calendar year, 

beginning 1 January and ending 31 December, and considered separately each year. 
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The applicable regime is maintained throughout the calendar year.  The regime 

requested by the vessel or its delegate shall be retained subject to counter notice. 

 

 

 

        Outer port  Inner port/Bruges Percentage 
reductions 

        

a) general       

 - first 10 voyages   0.2979  EUR  0.2532  EUR 25% 

 - next 10 voyages   0.2582  EUR 0.2194 EUR 35% 

 - next voyages   0.2185  EUR  0.1857 EUR 45% 

        

b)  bulk carriers       

 - first 10 voyages   0.2582 EUR  0.2194  EUR 35% 

 - next 10 voyages    0.2185 EUR   0.1857 EUR 45% 

 - next voyages    0.1787 EUR   0.1519 EUR 55% 

        

c) container ships       

 - first 10 voyages    0.2582 EUR   0.2194 EUR 35% 

 - next 10 voyages    0.2185 EUR   0.1857 EUR 45% 

 - next 30 voyages   0.1787 EUR   0.1519 EUR 55% 

 - next 20 voyages    0.1390 EUR  0.1182  EUR 65% 

 - next voyages    0.1192 EUR  0.1013  EUR 70% 

        

A 50% reduction is given when a container ship as part of a deep sea voyage for the 

same operator calls at the port a second time within 14 days, after having called at 

one or more ports located in the coastal shipping area. 

 
d) ro/ro ships      

 - first 10 voyages 0.1986 EUR  0.1688 EUR 50% 
 - next 10 voyages 0.1589 EUR  0.1350 EUR 60% 
 - next voyages 0.1192 EUR  0.1013 EUR 70% 

e) car carriers      

 - first 50 voyages 0.1986 EUR 0.1688 EUR 50% 

 - next 50 voyages 0.1589 EUR 0.1350 EUR 60% 

 - next 50 voyages 0.1192 EUR 0.1013 EUR 70% 

 - next voyages 0.0993 EUR 0.0844 EUR 75% 
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f) passenger liners calling at the port at least 5 times a week during the year 

 - first 10 voyages 0.1271 EUR 0.1080 EUR 68% 

 - next 10 voyages 0.1112 EUR 0.0945 EUR 72% 

 - next voyages 0.0933 EUR 0.0793 EUR 76.5% 

       

       

g) passenger liners on cruise      

 - first 5 voyages 0.2383 EUR 0.2026 EUR 40% 

 - next 5 voyages 0.1986 EUR 0.1688 EUR 50% 

 - next 5 voyages 0.1589 EUR 0.1350 EUR 60% 

 - next voyages 0.1192 EUR 0.1013 EUR 70% 

 

   (h) partial load   

 

 For seagoing vessels that call at the port to take or discharge a commercial cargo 

that, taken together, is less than 3/4th of their GT, the following charge is applied: 

 

basic duty x cargo x 1.33  

 

although the amount of the charge may not be less than the result of the 

following formula: 

 

basic duty x GT x 0.50  

 

The 'partial cargo' tariff is not applied to container ships. 

 

 

6.6 Payment of discounts 
Discounts are paid to those who are entitled to them, whether the seagoing vessel, 

shipping company, charterer, handler or consignee of the goods. 

 

 

6.7 Determination of regular liner service 
Upon written request, the Port may recognise as regular any liner service, provided 

the following conditions are met as a whole: 

 

a) The service must be maintained with one or more odd pre-designated port(s) 

according to a pre-publicised schedule. 
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b) There will have to be at least one trip over the year every 15 days for shortsea 

and every 30 days for deepsea. 

Shortsea includes ships connecting the port with ports located between the port 

of Gibraltar and the Gulf of Yenisei; the ports of Ireland and Great Britain are 

included in this zone. 

Deepsea includes ships connecting the port with ports located beyond the port of 

Gibraltar or the Gulf of Yenisei and not located in Ireland or Great Britain. 

 

c) The service of this line must be operated by a single shipping company or 

charterer or several shipping companies or charterers committed to this end as 

partners with similar ship types (in terms of dimension, classification). 

 

d) To be approved, shipping lines must provide a three-month regularity test, during 

which the basic tariff stipulated under Art. 6.2 must be paid. After three months of 

trial, the reduced tariff will be applied, retroactively. 

 

However, if the ships already regularly called at the port for more than three 

months in the stipulated conditions for a regular line, those ships may be 

exempted from the regularity test, but the reductions will be applied only from the 

first ship that, upon acceptance of the application, entered the port. 

The application to be recognised as a regular liner service must be submitted to 

the Port's Finance Department and must: 

- indicate the service's itinerary; 

- be accompanied by a list of the vessels ensuring the service. 

The tariffs indicated in this article shall only apply to those vessels for which the 

beneficiary of the regular liner service proves by means of the ship's title, charter 

party or any other document accepted as sufficient by the Port that they are part 

of the regular liner service under consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14 for the Bruges - Zeebrugge port area - 1 January 2023 
   

 
Cargo and passengers duty 
 

Article 7 Cargo and passengers duty 
 
7.1 Basis for calculating cargo and passengers duty 
The basis for calculating cargo and passengers duty is the number of tonnes, 

accompanied vehicles and passengers, as determined in accordance with Art. 1.12 

 

Sizes and weights that differ from tonnes should be converted to tonnes. 

 

The number of tonnes is always rounded up or down when the decimals of the number 

are smaller on the one hand or equal or greater than half a tonne on the other. 

 

For the purpose of determining the duty due on cargo and passengers, the shipowner, 

owner, charterer, master or the party acting as agent of any of them shall be obliged 

to make a declaration to the Port of the number of weight tonnes, goods and/or 

passengers unloaded and/or loaded at the port. 

 

This declaration must be made in accordance with the instructions issued for this 

purpose by the Port within three working days of the completion of successive 

unloading and/or loading operations. For seagoing vessels that remain in port for 

more than seven days after the completion of unloading without further loading 

operations, the declaration must be made within the three working days following the 

unloading operations. 

 

The shipowner, the owner, the charterer, the master or the person acting as agent for 

one of them shall be required, at the request of the Port, to submit the manifest to the 

Port for verification of the aforementioned declaration. 

 

7.2 Cargo duty 
The cargo duty is per weight tonne 

- at the outer port in Zeebrugge:   EUR 0.1613 

- at the inner port in Zeebrugge:    EUR 0.1371 

- at the port in Bruges:    EUR 0.0887 

 

For all goods, covered by the regulation for the handling of explosives and 

ammunition as well as atomic waste, for which a seagoing vessel exclusively calls at 

the port, the cargo duty is EUR 4.8425 per weight tonne. 
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7.3 Passengers duty 
 
7.3.1 The passengers duty is an indivisible fee calculated on the basis of the number 

of passengers embarked or disembarked at the port. For cruise ships, the duty is 

payable for all passengers staying on board, counted separately on arrival and 

departure. The duty per passenger is EUR 1.50. 

 

7.3.2 For cruise passengers, in addition to the above duty, a separate security fee of 

EUR 0.5693 applies to all passengers staying on board, counted separately on arrival 

and departure. 
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Ship's waste 
 

Article 8 Scope 
 

All seagoing vessels calling at the Antwerp-Zeebrugge port area must deposit their 
waste at a port reception facility before leaving the port, unless they have sufficient 
storage capacity on board to call at a subsequent port to deposit the waste there at a 
licensed port reception facility. 
  
All seagoing vessels calling at the Bruges-Zeebrugge port area must pay a waste fee 
to the Port. 
 

Article 9 Notification 
 

9.1 Notification procedure 
All vessels calling at the Bruges-Zeebrugge port area must comply with the 
notification requirement for each stay 

• at least 24 hours prior to the ship's arrival at the port, if the port of call is known 
at that time;  

• as soon as the port of call is known, if the information is available less than 24 
hours before the ship is available at the port;  

• upon the ship's departure from the previous port at the latest, if the voyage time 
amounts to less than 24 hours. 

Notification information must be reported electronically through Zeebrugge Electronic 
Data Interchange Services (ZEDIS) to the harbour master's office.  

  

9.2  Exemption from notification 
The following ships are exempt from notification: 

• warships, naval auxiliaries and other government-owned or -operated vessels 
that are being used, at that time, solely on a non-commercial basis by the 
government; 

• ships providing port services within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation 
(EU) 2017/352 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 
2017 establishing a framework for the provision of port services and common 
rules on port transparency; 

• any vessel without its own means of propulsion and without a fixed mechanical 
installation, such as an (empty) pontoon; 

• vessels that have an exemption from the Public Flemish Waste Company 
(Dutch abbreviation: OVAM); 

• fishing vessels, traditional ships and pleasure craft measuring less than 45 
metres; 

• seagoing vessels of less than 300 gross tonnes; 

• bunkers up to 5,000 tonnes, ship's stores and ship's equipment; 

• dredgers (or work vessels) operating on behalf of the government, unless they 
are entering from a foreign port for the first time; 

• estuary vessels 
 

 

file://///haven/dfs/Data/C:/Documenten/Documentum/Tariefverordeningen/verordeningen%202006/zeevaart/item2.asp%3fBoekCode=VA&ItemCode=1.1.1/2/92
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Article 10 Contribution obligation 
 
A mandatory waste fee must be paid to the Port at each call, regardless of the use of 
a port reception facility. To encourage the delivery of waste from seagoing vessels to 
port reception facilities, waste deliveries will be partially paid for with these waste 
fees. 
 
The mandatory waste fee consists of a fixed and a variable fee.  

• the fixed contribution is EUR 100; 

• the variable contribution is EUR 0.009 multiplied by the vessel's GT. 
The maximum waste fee is EUR 800.  
The total (capped) waste fee is reduced by 5% for ships used for short sea shipping. 

 
If waste collection takes place outside normal working hours (from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday to Friday), the port reception facility may charge an additional fee, as set out 
in the general terms and conditions of the port reception facility. 

 
Ships not required to pay a waste fee include: 

• warships, naval auxiliaries and other government-owned or -operated vessels 
that are being used, at that time, solely on a non-commercial basis by the 
government; 

• ships providing port services within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation 
(EU) 2017/352 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 
2017 establishing a framework for the provision of port services and common 
rules on port transparency; 

• any vessel without its own means of propulsion and without a fixed mechanical 
installation, such as an (empty) pontoon; 

• vessels that have an exemption from the Public Flemish Waste Company 
(Dutch abbreviation: OVAM); 

• dredgers (or work vessels) operating on behalf of the government, unless they 
are entering from a foreign port for the first time; 

• estuary vessels 

 

Article 11 Principles of financial contributions 
 

To encourage the delivery of waste to port reception facilities, contributions are used 

to significantly reduce the cost of waste delivery.  
 
The maximum contribution = invoice amount of the port reception facility. 
 
From 1 April 2022, the waste fee levied will cover the entire cost of delivering ship's 
waste, without any additional charges based on the volume of waste delivered, except 
in the following cases: 

• when the volume of waste issued exceeds the maximum dedicated storage 

capacity as stated in the notification form; 

• deliveries taking place from the 11th day of a ship's stay at the port; 

• delivery of cargo residues; 

• when the waste does not arise from normal operation of the ship; 

• if waste disposal is combined with the delivery of provisions, the additional cost 

of collection per ship will be charged directly to the ship; 
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• when the officials responsible for shipping inspection require ships to deliver; 

• when there are more than two deliveries per call; 

• fumigation waste; 

• waste containing asbestos. 

 

If there are more than 2 deliveries, the costs associated with these (additional) 

delivery/ies will be charged directly to the vessel. Costs related to the provision of 

services other than the reception, transport and processing of waste by port reception 

facilities, or having it processed, are not covered by the waste fee either. These 

include the identification and reconditioning of specific waste and the provision of 

packaging materials used to deliver specific waste. 
 
The financial contribution for oily waste to the ship via the port reception facility 
consists of a fixed and a variable contribution.  

• The fixed contribution will be given a maximum of 1 time per call and amounts 
to EUR 300. 

• the variable contribution is EUR 20/m³ 

 

The Port will restrict the financial contribution for oily waste in each of the following 

situations: 

• when more is collected per subtype than the storage capacity of the waste 
tanks listed in the International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPP); 

• deliveries taking place from the 11th day of a ship's stay at the port. 

 

The Port will grant no financial contribution for oily waste in each of the following 

situations: 

• where the officials responsible for shipping inspection require ships to deliver; 

• for ballast water and washing water emanating from the cleaning of cargo 
holds and tanks. 

 

If the Port requests additional information, the collector is obliged to provide this. 

 

If the contributions are used in error, or an attempt to do so is detected, the funds will 

be recovered and the port reception facility will no longer be eligible for any 

contributions for one month.  Repeated unlawful use or attempted use will 

permanently stop the port reception facility from granting any contributions. 
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Article 12 Conditions for financial contributions 
 

In order to be entitled to a contribution, the following conditions must be met by the 

port reception facility, otherwise there is no entitlement to contribution: 

- the port reception facility must be in possession of a permit, issued by the Port, to 

receive ship-generated waste. 

- the other conditions for obtaining financial contributions can be found in the Marine 

Waste Regulation. 
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Services to cruise ships 
 

Article 13 Dues for cruise ship services 
 
13.1 Gangway and crane work 

A fee of EUR 344 per 12 hours will be charged for the use of gangway and crane 

work. A fee of EUR 159/hour will be charged for each additional hour. 

 

13.2 Shuttle bus 
Per call, one shuttle bus for a maximum of 12 consecutive hours (1 service) is 

included in the marine dues. Additional services are charged at a tariff per shuttle bus 

of EUR 714 (Monday-Friday) or EUR 773 (Saturday/Sunday/Friday). 

 

13.3 Surveillance and security 
For security (deployment of detection and scanning equipment and badge 

inspection), the shipping company has a choice between full or basic security.  

 

13.3.1 Full security 
If full security is opted for, the following personnel costs will be charged: a fixed base 

of EUR 2.839, supplemented by a variable of EUR 1.13 per passenger. For the 

number of passengers, the highest number of arriving or departing passengers is 

taken. This tariff applies to each consecutive 12-hour period. The full security service 

must be requested at least 48 hours in advance. If there are more than 25 embarking 

passengers, the full security service is mandatory. 

 

13.3.2 Basic security 
If full security is not ordered, a fee per shift with sniffer dog will be charged. Inspection 

by sniffer dogs is required by law. Per shift with sniffer dog, a tariff of EUR 107 per 

hour is charged on a weekday and Saturday and EUR 161 per hour on a Sunday.  

 

Other general surveillance and security costs are included in the maritime dues, 

although limited to the first 12 hours after arrival, the hour of arrival and departure 

included. If the vessel remains in port longer, an hourly tariff per security guard will 

be charged as stipulated in Article 1.19. A minimum of seven security guards shall be 

present. 

 

13.4 Cancellation fee 

If a call is cancelled within 14 days before the scheduled call, a handling fee of EUR 

297 is due, unless in case of force majeure (weather conditions, machine breakdown 

- to be demonstrated by the applicant and accepted by Port of Antwerp-Bruges). 

 

In case of a cancellation less than 6 hours before the expected time of arrival (ETA), 

the costs incurred regarding security, crane service, port shuttle, transportation, etc. 

will be charged. 
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13.5 Use of reception desk 
If the cruise line has designated its own official tour operator, it may use the reception 

desk in the ABC building under the following conditions: 

• A maximum of four desks will be provided per vessel; 

• the operator offers at least five different destinations. However, these can be 

combined; 

• the concession fee is EUR 283 per cruise call plus EUR 113 per bus. Bus 

details should be communicated to the Port of Antwerp-Bruges the day before 

the call. 
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Estuary ships, inland navigation ships and 
vessels 
 

Article 14 Right of residence on estuary ships, inland 
navigation ships and vessels 
 
Every inland navigation ship and vessel that enters the port coming from the sea, 

which passes the head of the port dam at Zeebrugge and which, without having 

entered Zeebrugge by way of the port, chooses sea via the port, owes to the Port a 

residence due on each voyage. 

 

14.1 Formalities  
For the purpose of determining the residence due, the shipowner, owner, charterer, 
captain or the person acting as an agent of any of them shall be obliged to report to 
the port each time the estuary ship, inland navigation ship or vessel enters port.  
The declaration must be made in accordance with the instructions drawn up by the 
Port Authority for that purpose. A dated and signed copy of the tonnage certificate of 
the estuary ship or vessel must be submitted to the harbour master's office each time 
the estuary ship or vessel enters the port for the first time in the calendar year and 
each time a new tonnage certificate was issued in the course of the calendar year. 
For estuary vessels, the Classification Certificate and proof of restricted sailing area 
must also be submitted.   
   
 The declaration should be made before the arrival of the ship or vessel.   
 
A tonnage certificate is not required for inland vessels. It will be requested when in 
doubt about the vessel characteristics.  

 

 14.2 Length of stay  
The residence due includes the uninterrupted stay for 14 calendar days starting from 
the day of arrival. If this period is exceeded, an additional fee of EUR 0.6168/m loa 
is due per calendar day, with a minimum of EUR 33.  
  
If the inland navigation ship or vessel enters the port without carrying out loading or 
unloading operations, the additional duty is due from the first calendar day. The 
residence due is suspended during the period the inland navigation vessel or estuary 
vessel is in dry dock. The representative of the barge or vessel must inform the Port 

hereof.  
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14.3 Right of residence  
 
14.3.1 Basis for charging residence dues  
 The basis for the residence due is assumed to be:  

• for inland navigation ships / estuary vessels: the tonne/m³ indicated on the 

tonnage certificate  

• for vessels: the taken loa when moored.  
  

14.3.2 Tariff of residence due  
The tariff is:    

• for inland navigation ships:   EUR 0.0825/tonne  

• for estuary ships:     EUR 0.0825/tonne  

• for vessels:     EUR 0.6168/m loa  
 

14.3.3 Exemption and reduction 
The following are exempted from residence dues on estuary ships, inland navigation 
ships  and vessels   

• ships that have to leave the port in application of the regulation on the trading of explosives 
and ammunition in the port, because of the call or stay of a passenger liner, and which re-
enter the port to continue their loading and/or unloading operation;  

• ships that in special cases, such as fire or force majeure, are required to leave the port by 
order of the harbour master's office and then call back into the port to continue their loading 
and/or unloading operations;  

• military ships;  

• ships for training;  

• vessels for tourist navigation;  

• the contractor equipment deployed to carry out works commissioned by the State, the 
Flemish Region or the Port. At the start of the work, the general contractor shall provide 
the Port with a list of the vessels involved and update the list as needed. The list specifies 
the start and end dates that the respective vessels are deployed to the assignment. The 
agent must indicate the exemption on the quay request;  

• belonging to the Belgian State and the Flemish Region;  

• pushers and tugs intended for inland waterway traffic. 
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Port equipment and services 
 

Article 15 Dues for using port equipment and services 
 

15.1 Tariffs - indexation 
The tariffs below are linked to changes in the consumer price index and are adjusted 

on 1 January each year according to the formula below: 

 

tariff year 1 = tariff year 0 x        index August year 0 

                                                 index August year -1 

 
15.2 Roll-on/roll-off bridges 
A ship using a roro bridge in the outer port in Zeebrugge must pay a duty to do so.  

The fee is charged for the duration the vessel is moored at the facility. 

 

For the first 250 hours of use of the facility, a fee of 

EUR 63/half hour is charged. For all subsequent hours per calendar year of use of 

the facility, this fee is reduced to EUR 42/half hour of use. 

 

The portion of a half hour that exceeds 15 min is charged for a full half hour. 

 

Usage is calculated per calendar year, beginning 1 January and ending 31 December, 

and each year is considered separately. 

 

For calculating the 250 hours, all vessels owned or chartered by the same shipping 

company are aggregated. 

 
 
15.3 Trapezium floats and fenders 
The following fees are charged for the use of trapezium floats and fenders, per two: 

EUR 1,372 per calendar day. 

Cruise ships are exempt. 

 

 

15.4 Border inspection post 
Fees for using the facilities of the border inspection post. 

 

15.4.1 Inspections 

The applicant, using the facilities of the border inspection post shall be liable for a fee 

of EUR 66 per container/unit presented, whether for human or animal consumption. 
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15.4.2 Electricity consumption  

• The applicant shall pay a fee of EUR 64 per calendar day for connecting the 

container/unit to the electricity grid, including the day of connection and 

disconnection. 

• For the storage of goods in a cold storage facility, the applicant shall pay a fee 

of EUR 64 per calendar day, including the day of delivery and delivery. 

 

 

15.4.3 Hourly wage for loading and unloading of goods 

The applicant is liable for a fee of EUR 66 per person per hour started for loading and 

unloading goods. 

 

15.5 Other 
If specific services (e.g. transportation, guarding, security, crane work) must be 

provided for a vessel, the associated costs will be charged  Where applicable, hourly 

wages will be charged as provided in Article 1.18. 

 

 

Article 16 Dues for the use of storage areas and sheds 
 
16.1 Principles 
Storage areas and sheds managed by the Port are made available to the interested 

party upon payment of the user fee. 

 

16.2 Tariffs 
Per indivisible period of seven consecutive calendar days: 

• unsurfaced areas     EUR 0.1305/m2 

• surfaced areas      EUR 0.2610/m2 

• sheds         EUR 0.5220/m2 

 

The tariffs are linked to changes in the consumer price index and are adjusted on 1 

January each year according to the formula below: 

 

tariff year 1 = tariff year 0 x   index August year 0 

       index August year -1 

 

16.3 Measurements 
Measurements of the area occupied by goods are taken each week by the Port.  

Stakeholders may attend any measurement. 

 

The area occupied is measured according to the smallest circumscribing polygon. If 

several separate spaces are occupied by the same parcel, the total area will be 

determined by the sum of the describing polygons to be distinguished.  With the 

exception of the roadways and tracks, the gaps are considered occupied surface 

areas. 
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The results of the measurements made are rounded to the lower square meter for 

fractions of half a square metre and less, to the higher square meter for fractions of 

more than half a square metre. 

 
 
16.4. General conditions 
 

16.4.1  The Port shall determine the areas eligible for stacking of goods, equipment 

and items of all kinds, and the manner in which the storage areas or sheds may be 

used. Under no circumstances may goods, equipment and items of all kinds be placed 

on those parts of quays and grounds reserved for traffic, for railroads and for crane 

tracks. Only on a temporary basis may these areas be used during loading or 

unloading, after permission has been obtained from, and under the conditions 

determined by, the harbour master or his delegate and under the sole condition that 

all damages and accidents resulting from this temporary use shall be borne by the 

interested party using these areas. 

 

16.4.2  The depositing and stacking of goods, equipment and all other items and the 

use of the land and sheds shall be done solely by way of tolerance, unless a contract 

in this regard between the Port and the interested party would provide otherwise. 

Therefore, the goods, equipment and other items must be removed, moved or 

transported outside the port at the Port's first request. 

 

If, after a first notice, they are not removed, moved or transported within the time 

allowed by the Port, the goods, equipment or items of any kind will be officially 

removed at the expense, risk and danger of the interested party. In any case, the right 

of use shall be charged including the last period during which the storage areas or 

sheds were occupied.  The costs associated with the official removal cannot be 

disputed. 

 

16.4.3  Except by prior written permission of the Port, it is forbidden to place in the 

port goods, which by themselves or by random circumstances may cause accidents 

or inconveniences, in that they are e.g. explosive, radioactive, infectious, 

inflammable, oxidising, poisonous, corrosive, invasive or odoriferous. The permitted 

method of unloading, loading, stacking and/or handling of the aforementioned goods 

shall be determined by the port security officer or his delegate and according to the 

provisions included in the Codex for Handling Dangerous Goods. 

 

16.4.4  Goods, equipment and items of all kinds shall be laid out in such a way that 

the maximum load at the storage areas and in the sheds is not exceeded. 
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16.4.5  The Port does not assume any responsibility for damage, loss or theft. 

 

It provides the uncovered storage areas and sheds in the condition in which they are, 

and cannot be held liable for any damage whatsoever, even if it is due to defects or 

insufficient maintenance of the storage areas and sheds. 

 

The interested parties must themselves, at their own expense and under their full 

responsibility, provide insurance against the risks of all kinds of the buildings, goods, 

tools and all other items, erected or deposited by them or by their principals on the 

quay lands and in the warehouses. 
 

Previous waivers also include waiving recourse against all persons dependent on the 

Port. 

 

These waivers also have the effect of waiving the exercise of remedies in the event 

of subrogation in the Port's dues. 

 

16.4.6 Except in case of disaster, the interested party shall be liable for all damages, 

directly or indirectly caused to the Port, resulting from the use of storage areas and 

sheds. It will indemnify the Port against any recourse from third parties. 

 
16.5 Contractual right of use 
Interested parties may petition the Port for the use of the uncovered storage areas or 

sheds or parts of sheds for a period to be agreed upon. 

 

The Port decides and determines the specific conditions and tariff for this use, which 

are then set by contract. 

 

 

Article 17 Service-related dues 
 
17.1 Towage services 
 
17.1.1 General 

Towing service is insured exclusively by the Port or its appointee. If permission is 

granted to a foreign tugboat to perform towage operations within the port area, a fee 

is payable to the Port in accordance with the tariffs below. 

 

A tow includes assistance that starts at the place of order to the place of sign-off and 

includes towing, pushing, accompanying and/or being on standby. 
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                  17.1.2 General towage tariffs for seagoing vessels 

For services not provided for in the tariffs below, the vessel may make arrangements 

directly with the towing company appointed by the Port, subject to the Port's 

agreement. 

 
Price per tug, including swinging 

Tariff A: sea to sea lock or outer port or sea lock to inner port or Bruges 

Tariff B: sea to inner port or Bruges 

Sea: seaward from the outer port to the Scheur-Zand buoy 

 

 

 LOA (m)         TARIFF A       TARIFF B 

            EUR     EUR 

     
0 to 75.99 376 451 

76 to 89.99 471 565 

90 to 103.99 565 679 

104 to 117.99 660 793 

118 to 131.99 754 907 

132 to 145.99 849 1,025 

146 to 159.99 943 1,172 

160 to 173.99 1,038 1,325 

174 to 187.99 1,133 1,601 

188 to 201.99 1,227 2,049 

202 to 215.99 1,322 2,473 

216 to 229.99 1,416 2,867 

230 to 243.99 1,511 3,267 

244 to 257.99 1,605 3,669 

258 to 271.99 1,700 4,080 

272 to 285.99 1,795 4,490 

286 to 299.99 1,889 4,727 

300 to 313.99 1,984 4,963 

314 to 327.99 2,078 5,200 

328 to 341.99 2,173 5,436 

342 to 355.99 2,267 5,673 

356 to 369.99 2,362 5,909 

370 to 383.99 2,456 6,147 

384 to 397.99 2,551 6,383 

398+   2,646 6,619 
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17.1.3 General towage tariffs for inland navigation craft 
 

Price per tug and per service 

 

Tonnage  tariff EUR 

 
1   to  350  91 

351 to  750  100 
750+  143 

 

The bunker surcharge below also applies to inland navigation 

 

17.1.4 Shifting within the port area  

 80% of tariff A 

 

17.1.5 Cancellation 

- tugs stationed in Zeebrugge and not cancelled 2 hours before the start of the 

service: 25% 

- tugs not stationed in Zeebrugge and not cancelled 4 hours before the start of the 

service: 40% 

 

17.1.6 Surcharges and reductions on the above : 

- vessels with a loa greater than 200 m and berthing at quay numbers 615 and 616 : 

+ 110 % 

- ro/ro vessels calling at the inner port with passenger accommodation < 13 

persons: - 20 %. 

- in case of a 'dead ship' (without propulsion): +50% 

 

17.1.7 Waiting time  

tariff per hour: EUR 299 starting 

after a 15 min waiting time, as far as no connection between ship and tug has been 

made yet. 

Each hour started counts as a full hour. 

 
17.1.8 Pushing services, seaward services beyond Scheur-Zand buoy, use as fire 
extinguisher ships and other services: 
tariff per hour: EUR 609 

Each hour started counts as a full hour. 

 

17.1.9 A specific bunker surcharge will be charged on top of the above tariffs. 

The base price for the bunker surcharge is the official gas oil price of EUR 0.1487 per 

litre. Weekly average price of gas oil heating 50S from 2000 litres is determined, see 

website:  

https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Energy/prices/Officiele-

Maximumtarieven-aardolieproducten.pdf. 

 

 

https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Energy/prices/Officiele-Maximumtarieven-aardolieproducten.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Energy/prices/Officiele-Maximumtarieven-aardolieproducten.pdf
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For every increase or decrease of EUR 0.0125 per litre, the surcharge is adjusted by 

0.50%. 

 

Formula : ((sum gas oil Mo-Su/7)-0.1487)/0.02479 = bunker surcharge for that week. 

 

If the week is exceeded during a service, the bunker surcharge from the start of the 

service applies. 
 

 
17.2 Piloting in the inner port in Zeebrugge and the port in Bruges 
 

17.2.1 General tariffs 
 

Tariff A: sea lock to inner port 

     shift within the inner port zone 

Tariff B: sea lock to Bruges 

      inner port to Bruges 

      shift within the Bruges area 

 

 LOA  TARIFF A TARIFF B 

   EUR EUR 

     

0 to 77.99 197 296 

78 to 83.99 223 335 

84 to 89.99 252 378 

90 to 95.99 283 425 

96 to 101.99 318 477 

102 to 107.99 352 528 

108 to 113.99 388 582 

114 to 119.99 430 645 

120 to 125.99 471 707 

126 to 131.99 512 768 

132 to 137.99 555 833 

138 to 143.99 593 890 

144 to 149.99 630 945 

150 to 155.99 670 1,005 

156 to 161.99 708 1,062 

162 to 167.99 743 1,115 

168 to 173.99 788 1,182 

174 to 179.99 822 1,233 

180 to 185.99 864 1,296 

186 to 191.99 902 1,353 

192 to 197.99 938 1,407 

198 to 203.99 976 1,464 

204 to 209.99 1,021 1,532 
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210 to 215.99 1,057 1,586 

216 to 221.99 1,094 1,641 

222 to 227.99 1,136 1,704 

228 to 233.99 1,171 1,757 

234 to 239.99   1,214 1,821 

240 to 245.99 1,250 1,875 

246 to 251.99 1,286 1,929 

252 to 257.99 1,328 1,992 

258 to 263.99 1,367 2,051 

264 to 269.99 1,405 2,108 

270 to 275.99 1,444 2,166 

276 to 281.99 1,481 2,222 

282 to 287.99 1,520 2,280 

288 to 293.99 1,559 2,339 

294 to 299.99 1,597 2,396 

300 to 305.99 1,638 2,457 

per 6 m section in mooring 36 54 

 

 
   
17.2.2 If a requested pilot is cancelled or has to return unsuccessfully because the 

vessel, without awaiting the arrival of the pilot, had already departed before the time 
when the pilot was requested and could have been on board, a duty of 25% of the 
tariff of the Port of Bruges in respect of a service to or from or in Bruges and of 25% 
of the tariff of the Zeebrugge inner port in respect of a service to or from or in the 
Zeebrugge inner port will be levied. 
 

17.2.3 If a delay takes place more than half an hour after the time when the pilot 

should have been on board for the departure of the vessel, a fee of EUR 59 shall be 

charged for the first subsequent half hour or part thereof and EUR 114 for each further 

subsequent half hour or part thereof. 

 

17.2.4 For compass adjustment, or similar services, a fee of EUR 114 per half hour 

started will be charged. For the Mediterranean mooring/unmooring manoeuvre, the 

same tariff is applied for the duration of one hour. 

 
17.2.5 The tariffs listed under Articles 1 and 2 shall be increased as follows: 

- for pilotage of vessels which sail without machinery and 

without crew / captain: + 100 %. 

- for pilotage of vessels which sail without machinery or 

without crew / captain: + 50 %. 

For these cases, the loa is measured as the length of the total tow, i.e., including 

tug(s) and vessel(s) towed. 
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17.2.6 For piloting pontoons without machinery, the length of the pontoon is doubled 

to determine the LOA. 
 
17.2.7 Requests 
Applications must be made before the time when the pilot is to be on board: 

• On weekdays and Saturdays: 4 hours 

• on Sundays and holidays: 6 hours 

 

17.2.8 Tariffs indexation 
The above tariffs are adjusted according to the index of longevity. 

 
 

Article 18 Supply of potable water for temporary connections 
 
18.1 Principles 
The supply of potable water for temporary connections (primarily delivery to a vessel 

and delivery via a standpipe) within the port is ensured by the Port.  The supply shall 

be made under the conditions hereinafter provided. 

 

The Port shall provide personnel for the installation, set-up and storage of the 

necessary equipment, the inspection of water meters and the control of operations.  

This personnel may not be assigned aboard the ships.  The ship's captain or his agent 

must provide connections and supervision on board the ship with his own personnel. 

 
18.2 Request and supply 

 Request for temporary connections, e.g. for the benefit of a vessel, must be made in 

accordance with the instructions issued by the Port for this purpose. 

 

The requested quantity of water will be supplied taking into account the supply 

facilities, the time necessary for preparatory works, the equipment available, etc. 

 

Supplies are made by connecting to the water distribution network.  If a direct 

connection to this network is impossible, supplies may be made by tug or other 

means. In this case, the applicant must order these in writing. 
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18.3 Tariffs 
a) Consumption of water  

The price is set at EUR 8.25/m³ 

This price will always be adjusted immediately in proportion to changes made by the 

company responsible for water distribution at its basic tariff for sales of 1 m³. 

 

b) Personnel 

To the price under (a) shall be added the wages of posted personnel as provided 

under I Definitions.  Each hour started counts as a full hour. 

 

c) Tugs or other means 

Charge according to the applicable tariff. 

 
18.4 General provisions 
The quantity of water supplied shall only be determined by means of, and according 

to, the indications of the water meters adopted by the Port, the indications of which 

may, if necessary, vary by 10% upwards or downwards compared to the quantities 

actually supplied, without giving any rise to compensation.  Other calculations or 

indications, such as shipboard measurement, cannot be rejected nor accepted. 

 

The applicant, the user or their authorised representative, has the right to be present 

at the beginning and at the end of the supply, or at each recording of the water meter 

indications and to check the indices of the water meters used, jointly with the 

personnel appointed by the Port. 

 

In case of dispute following the supply of water to a vessel, this dispute should be 

immediately communicated to the technical department for immediate verification, 

which in any case should take place before the vessels departs.  No challenges will 

be accepted by the Port thereafter. 

 

Any damage, including that caused by weather conditions, will be borne by the 

applicant. 
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Article 19 Administrative provisions 
 
In addition to the provisions included in previous chapters, the following general 

administrative provisions apply: 

 

The charging and collection of any foregoing dues, fees or charges shall be done by 

the Port.  

 

Dues are always payable, even in the event that a terminal imposes a fee for the use 

of its own infrastructure. Rendered services are always due, even if they have not 

produced the intended result. 

 

The Port cannot be held responsible for cases of force majeure where a vessel is 

delayed. In this case, late cancellations and/or services rendered remain due. 

 

The Port is not responsible for any consequences and additional costs, incurred by 

any person, as a result of a mooring not being free. 

 

Dues are jointly and severally payable by the shipowner, owner, charterer, master or 

by the party acting as agent for any of them. 

If several shipowners, owners, charterers, captains or their agents appear during the 

stay in the port, the tonnage dues, and any subsistence dues, are to be divided 

proportionately among the different parties. Cargo and passenger duty and other 

services are payable by the party for whom the activity was performed. 

 
Damage done to port equipment will be charged to those who caused it, or their 
representative. Payments for repairs will be made on single statement prepared by 
the Port. 

 

 

Article 20 VAT 
 

National VAT legislation applies to previous tariffs. All tariffs are listed excluding VAT. 

 

       20.1 Exemption from Article 42 
The agent agrees that for VAT purposes, orders placed will be treated as services to 

seagoing vessels and that the applicant will be obliged to confirm the correct VAT 

handling to the Port during the administrative handling of the call, so that the Port is 

able to correctly invoke any relevant VAT exemption articles. 

 

Consent to VAT handling in Zedis by the service recipient (or his representative) 

implies that he: 

• agrees with the VAT exemption/handling applied (as referred to in Circular 

2019/C/44 dated 29.05.2019 Addendum to VAT notification no. 24 of 29-08-1978)  

•  declares on honour that the vessel 

• is solely intended to be used for commercial activities; 
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• is mainly used for navigation on the high seas or is solely intended for use as a 

lifeboat or rescue vessel, or as a ship for inshore fishing; 

• undertakes, if requested by the Port, to provide evidence that the ship is mainly 

being used for navigation on the high seas; 

• undertakes, in the event of failure to comply with the conditions listed above, to 

pay upon request the VAT due (including any fines imposed and any interest on 

late payment). 

  

20.2 VAT levied on self-bill notes 
The Port will apply the reverse charge when preparing a self-bill note. 

  

The provisions are based on the individual agreement with reference number ET 

120.551 and to the applicability for the rest of the circular.  

 

AAFisc No.53/2013 of 16 December 2013 on self-billing. 

 

Article 21 Self-bill notes 
 

       21.1 Working method 
 The self-bill note shall be prepared by the Port in duplicate in paper or electronic 

format, the original of which shall be for the Port and the duplicate shall be retained 

by the third party. This party includes the received self-bill note in its book for outgoing 

invoices, while the Port includes these documents in its book for incoming invoices. 

  

       21.2 Acceptance/non-acceptance 
Unless the third party expressly notifies to the Port in writing its disagreement with 

the self-bill note made, it is impliedly deemed accepted. Non-acceptance will be 

expressly notified no later than two months from the date of issuance via a non-

acceptance document. The third party shall prepare this non-acceptance document 

in two copies and electronically deliver it to the Port. 

The non-acceptance document states at least the: 

1. issue date; 

2. details of third party; 

3. reference date and number of the self-bill note; 

4. reason for disagreement; 

5. signature;  

6. Both parties should keep their copy of the non-acceptance document. 
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Article 22 Competent court 
 
In case of dispute, the Court of Bruges shall have exclusive jurisdiction. Only Belgian 

law is applicable. 
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Annexes with third-party tariffs 
 
Third-party tariffs are not part of the general terms and conditions of the Port of 

Antwerp-Bruges. 

The third parties mentioned in these appendices act under their own specific general 

terms and conditions. 

No rights can be derived from these annexes as far as third-party tariffs are 

concerned. 

                  The Port is not liable for the use of third-party tariffs.  
 

 

 

Annex a: boatman tariff 
 

 
    basic tariff 
 

Overlength of    Total for 

the ship (m)  Mooring Unmooring both services 

   EUR EUR EUR 

      

0.00 to 76.00 99 51 150 

76.01 to 91.00 122 64 186 

91.01 to 107.00 143 73 216 

107.01 to 122.00 170 86 256 

122.01 to 137.00 195 110 305 

137.01 to 152,00 232 131 363 

152.01 to 168.00 306 157 463 

168.01 to 183.00 364 195 558 

183.01 to 198.00 440 218 657 

198.01 to 213.00 537 265 801 

213.01 to 229.00 634 342 976 

229.01 to 259.00 739 414 1,153 

259.01 to 289.00 851 487 1,338 

289.01 to 319.00 960 560 1,519 

319.01 to 349.00 1,071 634 1,705 

349.01 to 379.00 1,180 707 1,887 

379.01 to 409.00 1,286 783 2,069 

per 30m in mooring  110 74 184 

 
The necessary assistance at the bridge of Dudzele and upon return through the sea 

locks is included in the above-mentioned tariff. 
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   surcharges and miscellaneous 
- Mooring or unmooring at mooring case: + 100 %. 

- Motorboat assistance for mooring/unmooring vessels: EUR 108/hour. 

When mooring and unmooring at mooring coffers, the assistance of a motorboat is 

mandatory. 

- Motorboat assistance for other services: EUR 108/hour and 

EUR 96 per hour/per man 

- Use of winching car: EUR 48/service 

- Waiting hours: 1/4thof the base tariff per half hour 

Effective after half an hour. 

Each half hour started will be charged. 

- Cancellation incurs 1/2 of the base tariff 

Services to be provided by cvba Bootmannen to vessels that normally use their own 

boatman service or a boatman service alien to cvba Bootmannen will incur a 

surcharge of 8%. For the application of this surcharge, a distinction is made 

between inner and outer port services. 

 

    indexation 
Tariffs are adjusted according to changes in the consumer price index. 
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Annex b: Marine pilotage tariff 
        

All information can be found on the following website: 
https://www.agentschapmdk.be/en 

 
 

Annex c: Vessel Traffic System (VTS) remuneration 
 

All information can be found on the following website: 
https://www.agentschapmdk.be/en/vessel-traffic-services-vts 
 

 

 
 
                       FREE TRANSLATION – Only the Dutch version is legally valid. 
 

 
 

https://www.agentschapmdk.be/en
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agentschapmdk.be%2Fnl%2Fvessel-traffic-services-vts&data=05%7C01%7CErik.VanDenEijnde%40portofantwerpbruges.com%7C2064a03768f3488ff3cf08dac16b9e61%7C2337dcc63a214d95bf72da5551a9b048%7C0%7C0%7C638034965197491300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZpmQ38n%2BWqqyGrviThTTnNjbEhQkyizdqS8wJ3uutXI%3D&reserved=0

